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Thursday, April 29, 2010  
Tastes and Talents of Sammamish  

 

This is an exceptional event featuring ethnic food dishes  
provided by Sammamish families.   

Talents of students (and parents) will be showcased.  
More information inside. 

By now you have heard about a ruling in King County Su-

perior Court that occurred on Thursday, February 4th.  

Judge John Erlick agreed with a group of parents, teachers, 

superintendents, and community leaders that Washington 

State ï which, as specified in our Constitution, has a 

ñparamount dutyò to provide the revenue necessary for the 

ñampleò public education of its children - is failing its 

duty. 
 

Here is where things are good, where things could get bad, 

and where you can be part of the solution. 
 

The good news is that last year we passed House Bill 2261, 

supported by legislators from both political parties, which 

provides a solid framework of what our kids need in order 

to be considered properly educated. So we have the means 

to determine what such a system would cost, and thus can 

determine how the State can most effectively spend funds 

to meet its obligations. 
 

The tricky part will be when and how things will happen in 

this harsh economy.  If there is a push to increase educa-

tion funding immediately, then we face the choice of cut-

ting other social programs (which are extremely necessary, 

especially in these rough economic times) or attempting to 

raise taxes to provide both the education our children need 

and the other social programs currently in place. Neither is 

going to get a warm reception from folks. 
 

I have lived in countries, and in states in this country, 

where non-educational social spending was very lacking. I 

would not want my daughter to gain an extra hour of 

school a day at the expense of another person losing their 

medicine, or temporary shelter, or financial aid for college.  
 

I remember what it was like, fourteen years ago, as a newly

-single parent, all but crushed in debt (but with a way out 

thanks to steady employment) and having to decide what to 

do regarding my daughterôs future versus my own needs 

and desires. The debt, my obligation, had to be paid, and it 

was. What I had left, after necessities, went into GET cred-

its for my daughter, to make college easier to afford. I sac-

rificed to make what I thought was the best investment for 

her. It was the hardest time for me to do it, but sometimes 

neither opportunity nor obligation pays much attention to 

adversity. 
 

We have an opportunity.  Itôs been made clear that the 

State has an obligation.  And we are the State ï it repre-

sents us. 
 

And we need to make the investment ï even, and I would 

say, especially ï in times of adversity. 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

Continued on page 2 
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Contact the following folks and let them know that you want the State to meet its obligation to increase spending 

for education, and that it be done by increasing revenues. 
 

Find your Legislative District: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/ 
 

41st Legislative District 

Senator Randy Gordon - (360) 786-7641 / gordon.randy@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Judy Clibborn ï (360) 786-7926 / clibbon.judy@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Marcie Maxwell - (360) 786-7894 / Maxwell.marcie@leg.wa.gov 
 

48th Legislative District 

Senator Rodney Tom ï (360) 786-7694 / tom.rodney@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Ross Hunter ï (360) 786-7936 / hunter.ross@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Deborah Eddy ï (360) 786-7848 / eddy.deborah@leg.wa.gov 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS  

Continued from page 1 

Seguramente, ya se enteraron de la orden del jueves 4 de febrero en el Tribunal Superior del Condado de King. El 

juez John Erlick junto con un grupo de padres de familia, maestros, superintendentes y líderes de la comunidad han 

acordado que el estado de Washington ï el cual, como se especifica en nuestra constituci·n, tiene el ñdeber primor-

dialò de proporcionar los ingresos necesarios para la ñampliaò educaci·n p¼blica de los ni¶os ï está fallando con su 

deber. 
 

Aquí es donde está lo bueno, donde se empeorarían y donde usted puede ser parte de la solución.  
 

Las buenas noticias son que, el año pasado pasamos la ley 2261, que los dos partidos políticos apoyaron, el cual 

proporciona un armazón sólido de lo que necesitan nuestros hijos para que se les considere como apropiadamente 

educados. Así que tenemos los medios para determinar cuánto costaría tal sistema y así poder determinar cómo el 

Estado puede gastar sus fondos efectivamente para cumplir con sus obligaciones.  
 

La parte difícil será cuándo y cómo sucederán las cosas en esta economía difícil. Si hay un impulso para incremen-

tar los fondos para la educación inmediatamente, entonces nos encontramos con la alternativa de recortar otros pro-

gramas sociales (los cuales son extremadamente necesarios, especialmente en estos tiempos de mala economía) o 

subir los impuestos para poder proporcionar las dos cosas, la educación que nuestros hijos necesitan y otros progra-

mas sociales que tenemos ahora. Ninguna de estas dos opciones serán bien recibidas.  
 

He vivido en países y estados de este país, donde hace falta presupuesto para la educación y programas sociales. 

No me gustaría que mi hija tuviera una hora más de clases a cambio de que otra persona perdiera su medicina, o su 

albergue temporal, o su ayuda financiera para la Universidad.  
 

Yo me acuerdo, hace catorce años, madre primeriza y soltera, endeudada, (pero sí tenía salida, gracias a un trabajo 

estable) y tener que decidir qué hacer en cuanto al futuro de mi hija envés de mis propias necesidades. La deuda, 

mi obligación, tenía que pagarse y lo hice. Lo que me quedaba, después de las necesidades, comencé créditos GET 

para mi hija, para que me alcanzara para pagar la universidad. Me sacrifiqué para hacer lo que yo creí que era la 

mejor inversión para ella. Fue muy difícil hacer esta decisión en esos momentos, pero a veces ni la oportunidad ni 

la obligación le ponen mucha atención a la adversidad.   
 

Tenemos una oportunidad. Es claro que el Estado tiene una obligación. Nosotros somos el Estado. ï Nos represen-

ta a nosotros. 
 

Necesitamos invertir ïespecialmente ï en tiempos de adversidad. 

 

ASUNTOS LEGISLATIVOS 

Continued on page 3 
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SPRING SAT PREP CLASS  
 
 

The PTSA is sponsoring SAT Prep Classes again this spring.  If youôre planning to take the test in May 
or June, this class can help you prepare to do your best!  Classes are taught by Sammamish teachers, 
Mitch Leffler and Lorinda Flikkema, on Monday and Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:15 pm.  The 
class includes a comprehensive workbook, test taking strategies, and practice tests.    
 

Cost is $75 for the full class (Math & Verbal) or $50 for a single subject.  Thanks to the PTSA, partial 
scholarships are now available for Sammamish HS students.  Ask your counselor for more information 
regarding scholarships.   
 

Class size is limited.  Enrollment preference will be given to Sammamish students through March 1st.  
Enrollment ends March 19 th.   Registration forms are available in the Counseling Office and College 
Corps Career Center. 
  

Class dates:   Verbal Skills, Mondays (March 29, April 12, 19, 26) 
 Math Skills, Tuesdays (March 30, April 13, 20, 27) 
 (No classes will be held during Spring Break.) 

 

Upcoming SAT Test Dates are March 13, May 1 and June 5.  Register on line at www.collegeboard.com.  
 

Please direct questions to Sue Sturtevant at (425) 895-0333 or Sue.sturtevant@verizon.net 

Comuníquese con las siguientes personas para hacerles saber que usted quiere que el Estado cumpla con su obli-

gación y que incremente los gastos para la educación y que esto se haga al incrementar los ingresos.  
 

Encuentre su distrito legislativo: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/ 
 

41st Legislative District 

Senator Randy Gordon - (360) 786-7641 / gordon.randy@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Judy Clibborn ï (360) 786-7926 / clibbon.judy@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Marcie Maxwell - (360) 786-7894 / Maxwell.marcie@leg.wa.gov 
 

48th Legislative District 

Senator Rodney Tom ï (360) 786-7694 / tom.rodney@leg.wa.gov 

Representative Ross Hunter ï (360) 786-7936 / hunter.ross@leg.wa.gov 

ASUNTOS LEGISLATIVOS 

Continued from page 2 

PTSA NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2010 -11 Officers  
 

If you would like to help select candidates for the 2010-11 PTSA Executive Committee, please contact 
Jennie Baker, PTSA President at president@sammamishptsa.org. We need three to five PTSA mem-
bers to be on this committee. 
 

Also, if you are interested in filling one of the Executive Committee positions for the next year (or two), 
please let us know via the email above.  We especially need President (or Co-Presidents), Vice Presi-
dents (one or more) and Secretary. This is a rewarding experience with many opportunities to be in-
volved in making a difference.  

PTSA MATTERS 

http://www.collegeboard.com
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/
mailto:gordon.randy@leg.wa.gov
mailto:clibbon.judy@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Maxwell.marcie@leg.wa.gov
mailto:tom.rodney@leg.wa.gov
mailto:hunter.ross@leg.wa.gov
mailto:president@sammamishptsa.org
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Tastes and Talents of SammamishTastes and Talents of Sammamish   

Thursday, April 29, 6pmThursday, April 29, 6pm   

 
The Tastes and Talents of Sammamish is a  fair high-
lighting and celebrating the many cultures at SHS.  

 
 

The organizing committee is seeking  
talents of all sorts: from acrobats to  
calligraphers; tap dancers to guitar  
players; unicyclists to watercolorists .  
 
 

All students are welcome to 
sign up with any dance 
troupes or small musical en-

sembles to perform in a street fair atmosphere. Or 
to display artwork, crafts, robotics . . . anything 

that makes you -- and SHS -- unique!  
 
In addition to the entertainment, students and 
their families are asked to bring food that is traditional in their cul-
ture to share at the fair. Watch for more information in the coming 
months as we get ready to celebrate the cultural richness of SHS.  
  
To tell us about your talent or to volunteer to help with the event, contact Stacy 
Brening stacy.brening@boeing.com. 

 
 

Join us at the next organizing meeting  

on Monday, Feb 22, at 6:30pm  

at the Crossroads Starbucks. 

PTSA MATTERS 

mailto:stacy.brening@boeing.com
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 CALENDAR  CALENDARIO 

Febrero  

3 
Noche de registración para padres de 

alumnos del 9no y 11vo grado de 6:30 a 

7:30pm en la biblioteca de SHS 

8 Junta de STEPS a las 7pm, en la bibliote-

ca 

15-19 No hay clasesς Segundas vacaciones de 

invierno 

23 Junta de la PTSA a las 7pm, en la biblio-

teca 

Marzo  

3 
Noche de registración para padres de 

alumnos del 9no y 11vo grado de 6:30 a 

7:30pm en la biblioteca de SHS 

4 ά¢ƻǘŜƳǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘέ  {Ƙƻǿ ŘŜ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘƻΣ 

PAC 
8 Junta de STEPS a las 7pm, en la bibliote-

ca 

16,17,18 Exámenes de aptitud en la preparatoria 

όŀƴǘŜǊƛƻǊƳŜƴǘŜ ŜȄłƳŜƴŜǎ ²!{[ύ ŘŜ ƭŜŎπ

tura y escritura 
23 Junta de la PTSA a las 7pm, en la biblio-

teca 

Abril  

5-9 
No hay clases- vacaciones de primavera 

12 Junta de STEPS a las 7pm, en la bibliote-

ca 

13 & 15 Exámenes de aptitud en la preparatoria 

όŀƴǘŜǊƛƻǊƳŜƴǘŜ ŜȄłƳŜƴŜǎ ²!{[ύ ŘŜ Ƴŀπ

temáticas y Ciencias 

27 Junta de la PTSA a las 7pm, en la biblio-

teca 

February  

3 Registration Parent Night for current 

9th-11th grade students 6:30-7:30pm, 

SHS Library 
8 

STEPS Meeting 7pm, Library 

15-19 
No School ς Mid-Winter Break 

23 
PTSA Meeting  7pm, Library 

March  

3 Registration Parent Night for incom-

ing 9th grade students 6:30-7:30pm, 

SHS Library 
4 ά¢ƻǘŜƳǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘέ  ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ {ƘƻǿΣ 

PAC 
8 

STEPS Meeting 7pm, Library 

16,17,18 High School Proficiency Exams 

(formerly WASL exams) in Reading 

and Writing 
23 

PTSA Meeting  7pm, Library 

April  

5-9 
No School ς Spring Break 

12 
STEPS Meeting 7pm, Library 

13 & 15 High School Proficiency Exams 

(formerly WASL exams) in Math and 

Science 
27 

PTSA Meeting  7pm, Library 

 

The Tastes of Sammamish Recipe Book Committee 
will meet on Monday, Feb 15 at 6:30 pm  

at the Crossroads Starbucks.  
Please join us. Everyone is welcome.  
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HONK Auditions on March 5 
 

Auditions for this year's school musical 
"Honk!" are just a few weeks away!  They 
will be held Friday, March 5 with a call-
back audition Thursday, March 11. The 
show is set to perform May 6-8.  
 

All audition information is located on the 
SHS drama website (Halie Looper's staff 
website) and also in the display case near 
the PAC entrance. Applications will be 
available during all lunches in February or 
can be found in .pdf form at the drama 
website.  
 

This year's show is whimsical, funny, and 
will be a ton of fun!  So whether or not 
you have a lot of stage experience or want 
to try something new, plan to come out in 
March to audition!  

Strutting for Smiles  
Fashion Show  

  
 
The SHS Operation Smile 
club is hosting the 
"Strutting for Smiles" 
Fashion Show.   
 
Help put a new smile on a 
Third World child born 
with a cleft lip by attend-
ing the Fashion Show of 
the Year!   
 
February 25, 2010 - 6:30 - 8:00p in the PAC .   
 

See our staff and students strut down the run-
way in High End Fashion, Dressing Like a Stu-
dent, Formal Attire, Career Wear, and Beach 
Attire.   
 

Cost is $5/person. 


